Constitution Bill.

Some years have now elapsed since the system
of responsible Government came intn force,
and, during that period, the Government
and the Parliament of the colony have
certainly given no reasom to suppose that
they would be less juat and alert in questions
relating to the natives than they bave shown
themselves to be in general administration.
And, whilst not disposed to leave the guestion
of the amonnt to be provided for promoting
the welfare of the natives to the vicissitudes of
an annual debate, I should be ready to snbmit
for Her Majesty’'s wpproval a Bill of the
Colonial Legislature which should provide for
the omission of those portions of the section
which confide the experditure of the funds
appropriated for certain native purposes to an
unofficinl board, independent of the Colonial
Ministry and Parliament, and subject only to
the personal control of the Governor for the
time being.

5. The section would then read somewhat as
follows

“{70.) There ehall be payabla to Her
* Mujesty, in every year, out of the Consoli-
“datd Revenue Fund, the sum of £5,000,
“ mentioned in Schedule C, to this Act, to be
“ appropriated to the welfare of the nboriginal
“natives, and expended in providing them
* with food and clothing, when they would
“ otherwise be destitute, in promoting the
* gducation of aberiginal children (iacluding
“half castes}, and in assisting generally to
 promote the preservation and wellbeing of
“the tborigines. Provided always, that if,
“and when the gross revenue of the
“golony shall exceed £500,000 in any
“ fingneial year, an amonnt equal to one
" per contum on such gross revenue shall, for
« the purposes of this section, be substituted
“ for the said samn of £5,000 in and for the
- “financial year next ending. If in any year
*the snid annual sum shall not be ex-.
s pended, the unexpended balance thereof
ghall be placed by the treasurer to &
“ gepurate account, and expended in the
“ manner and for the purposss aforesaid in
“ any subsequent year.”

6. The effect of this proposed amendwent
would be that, whilst & minimum of provision
for the benefit of the aborigines would
thus be secured to Her Majesty, Ministers
would hava theright of advising the Governor
a3 to its management and control, in the
same way as they do in regard to other heada
of expenditure,
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7. Tt is probable that this legialation, if
adopted, will necessitate some amendment of
the Acts Nos. 25 of 1886 and 24 of 1889, which
refer to the powers and functions of the
Aborigines Protection Board, but this is a
matter which your Ministers can consider if
they decide to bring the foregoing before the
local Parliament.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Younr most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) JosePr CHAMBERLAIN.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue MIN[STER FOR MINES (Hon E, H.
Wittenoom) moved that the House at its rising
adjourn till Wedneaday, October 2, 1895, at
4 o’clock, p.m.

Question put and passed.

The House at 5 o'clock, p.m., adjourned
until Wednesday, October 2nd, 1895, at 4.30
o'clock, p'm.

Kegislative Yasembly.

Wednesdoy, 25th September, 1895.

2
Consevvation gf Water for Raillway Purposes at
Northam end Spencer’s Brook—{Corvespondénce
re Discharge of his Duties by the Perth Elec-
toral Reqstrar—Return of Holders of Poison
Lenses— Wesleyan Methodists  (Private) Bill:
third reading—Roman Catholic Church Lands
(Private) Bill: third reading—Abolition of
Aborigines Protection Board : Despatch from
the Secretary of State—Trnstee  Ordinance
Amendment Bill:  third  reading—Assisted
Schools Abolition Bill : in committee—Croun
Suits Bill : Messaye from the Legislative Coun-
cil, with amendments—Additional Estimates,

1895-6 ; further considered— Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30 o’clock,
p.m.

PrAYERS. -
CONSERVATION OF WATER FOR RAILWAY

PURPOSE.

Mz, THROSSELL, in accordaunce with notice
asked the Commiesioner of Railways,—

1. What arrangements had been made, or
were contemplated, for the comservation of
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water for locowotive purposes at Northam or
Spencer’s Brook. |

2. Whether any arrangements had been |
entered into, or negotiations opened ap, for
the purchase of lund at bpencer’s Lrook.

8. 1f so, the extent, the price proposed, the
name of the oweer, and the purpose for which
such land was required.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon, H, W, Venn) replied, as follows :—

1. Water will be provided at both places.

2. Yes. Negotiations for the area of cutch-
ment basin required there,

3. Extent not yet determined. Price asked,
£2 per acre.

PERTH ELECTORAL REGISTRAR AND THE
DISCHARGE OF HIS DUTIES.

Mr. LEAKE, in accordance with mnotice,
moved * thatthe following papers be laid upon
the table, mawmely, all papers aund corres-
pondence relating to the appointnient and
the discharge of the duties >f the Electoral
Registrar of the Perth Districts nnd Province,
incloding any written complaintsor recom-
mendutions.” He said certain complaings had
been wade ns to the manner in which the
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Purth Registrar had discharged his duties, and
if these contained any suggestions or inform-
ation for the better working of the Act in
future, hon. members should be made aware
of them, so that steps might be taken for
obviating such complaints in future.

Queastion put and passed.

RETURN re POISON LEASES.

Mer. THROSSELL, in accordance with
notice, moved * for a return of all poison
leases in existence to thia date ; such return to
show nomes of holders, district in which held,
extent und conditions of each lease.” He
said there wasu growing feeling that the time
had come for the Government to take action
for dealing in a practical manner with poison
Jeases, by entorcing some regulations. This
return would be useful as showing the
enorimous extent—he believed over a million
neres—to which poison leages had been taken
up ; and, he had observed that one company
in England, holding poiscn land in this colony,
had lately declared a dividend to shareholders
at the rate of 33 per cent. per annum,

‘I'ge COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Houn. A. K. Richurdsun) ussented to the motion.

Question put and passed.
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WESLEYAN METHODISTS (PRIVATE)
BILL.

THIRD READING.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
{(PRIVATE} BILL.

THIRD RtADING,

Bill read o third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Counecil,

ABOLITION ©OF THE ABORIGINES
PROTECTION BOARD.

DESPATCH FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

A Message from His Excellency the Ad-
ministrator was delivered to and read by
Mr. SPEAEBR. (Vide pages 1116 and 1117
ante.

TRUSTERE ORDINANCE AMENDMEBNT BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time ; and, on the wmwotion
of the Commigsioner of Railways, was returned
to the Legislative Council, with o message
informing them that the Bill hud been agreed
to by the Legisiative Assembly without
amendment.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL.
ADJOURNED DERATE—IN COMMITTEE.

Clanse 3—Compensation (£20,000} for loss
of grantg-in-aid :

Debate resumed, on the Premier’s mntion
that the smount of compensation to be paid for
the abolition of the wnnual grunt to Assisted
Schools be £20,000, and on Mr. Randell's
amendinent that the word “twenty * bestruck
out and the word “ fifteen " be inserted in lieu
thereof,

Me. COOKWORTZY said he had not been
approached by any mewmber of the Government
in reference to the amount of compensation to
be paid for abolishing the annual grant to
Assisted Schools, His opinion had been from
the firat, and was still, tlLat £20,000 would be
too much, because it would be equivalent to a
perpetusl endowment of Homan Catholic
gchools; and that £10,000 would be an ample
compensation to the Catholic body. He had
been surprised to hear the Commissioner of
Crown Lands (Hen. A. R. Richardson)
advocate the payment of £20,000 to a Church
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which the hon. gentleman did not approve of
in his conscience; and for what purpose wos
thet large sam to be given, if not for a
perpetual endowment ? The Catholics,
aa he knew from what the Bishop
had told hiwm, got nearly all their teaching
done without expense, the teachers working for
the pure love of God and religion; so that
nearly all the .£20,000 could be invested by
the Catholic body at 10 or 15 per cent., nnd
that investment would bring in o perpetual
revenne, not only for teaching children in the
Catholic schools, hut some of it for maintain.
ing the dogmas of the Catholic faith. Yet,
while the Commissioner of Crown Lands was
willing to give £20,000 as a perpotual
endowment to a system and w Church in
which the hon. gentleman did not believe, he
refused to grant a piece of land on which the
Mahometans in the colony could erect a
church. [Mr. MaemioN : Thank you.] He
maintained that Mahometanism was apureand
good religion, and the Mahometana in this
colony were also Brilish subjects. The Com-
misgioner of Crown Lands was actuated, not
by his conscience ouly, but by some solid
rengons, 1n advociting the payment of £20,000
to the Catholic body, while refusing, as he did
verently, to grant a piece of land to Lhe
Mahometans in this part of the colony.

THE Commussioner oF Crown Lanps (Hon.
A. K. Richardson) asked whether the hon.
member wag in order. The gquestion before
the cominittee wns not the granting of lend
to Mehometans, but the payment of £20,000
for the abolition of the anaual grant to
Asaisted Schoola.

Mg. COOKWORI'HY said the Government
should consider that the feeling among their
supporters—he knew it us a fuct—wna in favor
of, at the most £15,000, und that, therefore, the
Government should consent to £15,000, so as
t0 secure a nunanimous vote.

Mr., ILLINGWORTH thought it was
desirable the debate should be adjourned
until the Premier, who was in charge of the
Bill, could be present. He moved that the
Chairman leave the chair,

Tug Cuarrman: The question is that I
report progress.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: No, that you leave ]

the chair.

Tue AlITOENEY-GENERAL (Hon, 5.
Burt) said the Premier was on his way to the
House at that moment, and there was no neces-
sity for this course. The Government wunted

125 SEPTEMBER, 1896.]

Assisfed Schools. 1119
to get on with the business, and the presence
or the absence of the Premier would not affect
the guestion before the chair. T the Premier
was not in the House when the Division took
place, of ¢ourse he could not vote, but, other-
wise, hia ahsence would have no effect. He
trusted hon. members would not permit this
motion to be carried.

Question—that the Chairman leave the
chair, put and negatived.

Me. MOSS said he could not support the
Govarnment proposals in this matter, and he
proposed to state his reasons for arriving at
this determination. In tha first place, the
policy pursued by the Government in the
matter did not commend itself to hon. mem-
bers or to the country. It was n bad policy
from the commencement, fromn the time when
the Premier dalivered himself of his manifesto,
one of the planks of which was. “ No interfer-
encewith the dualsystem.” Tnthe next session
he came forward with a proposal to increase
the capitation grant to these schools, but he
abandoned the proposal when he found it was
not favorably received. = The lye-elections
during the recess had proved most conclusive-
ly that the country desired to see an end to
the Assisted SBchools, It was a burning
question at the time he {Mr, Moss) was elect-
ed, and, so far as the wishes of his electorate
were concerned, he would not he actingin
aecord with them if he supported the Govern-
ment. The Premier found what the {celing
of the House was when a no-confidence
motion was brought forwurd, and it was at
once atated that the dual system of education
was to come to anm end. Upon that
o Joint Select Committee wae appointed,
three-fifths of the membexs of which belonged
to the Government; and it came down with a
propoeal for the sum of £30,000 being granted
to the Assisted Schools. 'The Premier knew
perfectly woll this amount was not likely tobe
agreed to, and, consequently, the proposal to be
put before Parliament was altered to .£20,000,
The Premier, from his remarks, appeared to be
an ardent supporter of the dunl system, and it
seemed strange that he ghonld abandon his
colors in the way he was doing. He (Mr.
Moss} could not understand why the Premier
was now endeavoring to alter the system. [M=,
MaruioN : Because you voted for it.] The
proposal would never have had his snpport,
had he known the Premier would interpret it
in the wuy he had done.  Instead of putting
an end io the Assisted Schocls, the action of
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the Premier would have the effect of not only
perpetuating it, but perpetunting it under far
worse conditions. Any busioess man knew
that if the £20,000 proposed to he granted
was properly invested, it would return as wuch
to the Roman Catholic Church ‘as they were
receiving at the present time from the Crown.
The hon. member for Northam had stated that
during his (Mr. Moss’) election campaign, he
had supported the giving of compensation ; but
it was not this sort of compensation. He was
under the idea the Government would huy
their schools, not that such a monstrous
pruposal as that before the committee would
have been put forward. The purchasing of
the schools would have put an end to the sys-
tem, but the change proposed by the Govern-
ment was really no change atall, so far zs the
effect it was likely to have was concerned.
Personally, he believed that the sum of
210,000 wonld have been a very liberal amount,
but he wans prepared to go with the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton in increasing it to £15,000,
He was not prepared to make a change which
would leave the conniry in a worse position
than it was ot present.

Mz. A. FORREST said the only debatable
point 1n the Bill was the clanseproviding for
the payment of £20,000, and, with regard to
this, a compromise in favor of £15,000 had heen
putforward. What hon. members had fo look
at was the cost of the vote Lo the country—not
what it would return to those who would re-
ceiva it. The difference would cost the coun-
try £200 a year, and that waa not sufficient for
the House to waste jits time over. There waa
renlly no necessity forall the discussion that
had taken place, but what he did want tojm.
press upon hon. members was that whatever
the vote was, they should be liberal, and do
the thing handsomely. Teo give this particu-
lar body £10,000 would not be treating them
in & liberal fashion, and, rather than see the
vote reduced to apy such sum, he would prefer
they did vot get a single sixpence. The ques-
tion waa ome in which hon. members should be
led by common eense and gocd will, and, that
counld only bring them tosn knowledge of the
fact that the proposal of the Government was
afair and equitable one.

Mg. CLARKSON was opposed to the amend-
ment submitted by the hon. member for Perth,
The whole debate on this question showed the
ahourdity of relegating matters to o Select
Committee. Personally, he regretted very
much any suggestion in favor of the aholition
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of the Assisied Schools, for he regarded them
as providing the best class of education, and
with better results than aay other system.
He could have understood hon. members who
objected to the £20,000 being given objecting
to any compeneation at all; but, if it was
rightto give £15,000, it was just as proper to
give £20,000. To hear the remarks of the
hon. member for Sussex, one would think he
did not regard Roman Catholics as belonging
to the Christian faith at all, for he had actually
¢lussed them with Mahommedans. The pro-
posal of the Government, he (Mr, Clarksop) re-
garded as o very rensonable way to get rid of
a very troublesome question.

Mr. WOOD regarded the question of giving
compensation to the Assisted Schools ag noth-
ing more than a sentimentul one. He thought
that, if they looked to the very bottom nf the
question, they would find that these Assisted
Schools were not entitled to any compensation
aball, They had no right to compensation,
because, to his mind, they were forced on the
colony in 1871. An interested Governor, aided
by a weal Parliament, and backed up by a
gervile press, were responsible for this. He
could not express his views in stronger
language. V'here wasanother point nlso that
should be rememberedjin regard to the pro-
posal to give compensation, and that was that
when these Assisted Schools were forced on
the colony, the people were thrown into a per.
fect state of uproar. They werein a state of
uproar during the yeara1871 and 1872. [ndig-
nation meetings were hell in Perth, and
these were addressed, not only by prominent
men of the day, but by many younger men who
took a keen interestin the subject at the time,
If it wes looked ntasa matter of right, it wonld
be fcund that the Assisted Schools were not
entitled to even claim compensation. This
was his opinion, and he had siated the grounds
upon which he based it, but in order to get rid
of the subject for ever, he would be prepared
te support & substantial amount heing given.
During the 1last twenty-four years, two
generations had grown np sids by side; and
there was a natural feeling on the part of a
gond portion of the ¢ommunity that it would
be better to give compensation, but that was
the only ground for it. When they came to
look into it, however, they must recollect that
three-fourths of the people of this country bad
been paying away large amounts in order to
gupport a Church which wus antagenistic
to them. He was not a bigot, and he hoped
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1e pever would he one.
18 liberal-minded as any man inthe com-
munity,and he cheerfully admiited the schools
had done a great deal of good, and had helped
the country. He regurded ns contemptible any
srgument that,because they hnd taken ad.
rantage of the Assisted Schools during the time
f the colony’s adversity and poverty, ‘they
thould throw them aside and say they conld
go their own way, when the condition of the
wolony had changed. He was sont to the House
n order to try and do awey with the Assisted
jichools—to help and do nway with them,and
1ot to}perpetnate them ; and, for that renson he
upported the amendmeont of the hon. member
or Perth. He was extremely sorry to have to
lo so—very sorry indeed, thaf he was not able
o support the Government in this matter. He
ra8 & supporter of the Government—an out
ad out supporter, and ha hoped this would be
he last thing upon which he would have to dis-
gree with them. But he hdd to vote according,
10t only to what he helieved was right, buf in
rder tosatisfy the wishes of hisconstituentsand
iis supporters at West Perth, who looked for

im to carry out their desires. He conld not go |

gainst his constituents, und he supposed it
7a8 acommon thing in politica, when they
vere about to do something they did notlike,
o think what their position would be at the
wext election if they went agninst their
lectors’ views, [Mr. CoorEworTHY: Oh, you are
rimming.} He was not trimming. He sup-
osed they were only human. But £20,000
ras too much to give, and, moreover, it was a
nm not 1o accord with the majority of the
rlectors for West Perth. [t would be more
n accord with their wishes if he sup-
jorted the amendment, as he proposed
loing. He frusted the Government would
ee their way clear to agree with this,
Ie did trust they would not force hon. mem.
iers to vote against them. [Mr. CoorwoRTHY ;
[oar, hear. Let the Government agree with
heir supporters.] This was not a question
£ high politics, and it wasalmost an accident,
robably, that the Bill had not come down
o the House with a blank in the clause
nder discussion, so that the House conld have
ecided the amount. When the hon. member
or Beverley objected to the rmount being
1ade the principle of the Hill, the Premier
aid the amount could be altered in committee,
nd then every member of the House could
ave voted as he thought right and proper.

Mp. LeaEE : And with a view to the next .
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It was all very well for the hon.
member for Albany to talk; but many men
sometimes said things they did not think of
suying, nnd which were anly slips of the
tongue. [Mr, Leage: Butit will be in Jan-
sard.] He (Mr. Wood)} did not think it would
be. In Hanserd they genorally found there
wasput in what hon, membera did not say, and
what they did say waaleft ous, [Mr. ILrivg-
wortH: Thatis rough on Hansard.] It was
perfectly true,so far as hia experience was con-
cerned. This was all he had to suy, and he did
trust the Government would see their way
clear 1o accept the compromise proposed by
the hon. member for Perth.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he recognised the friendly spirit in which the
hon. member for West Perth had just spoken,
but he regretted that he could notaccept the
suggestion he had made for reducing the
amount of the compensation proposed in the
Bill. The Government intended to support
the Bill ag it was, and, if those who desired to
reduce the amount were able to do s0, let
them do it. His opinion was thut it was not
a question of policy that was being debated ;
it was not a queation of principle; it was »
guestion of what the Government considered
fair and just, and right in this matter. The
Bill wonld not be destroyed if the propesed
sum of £20,000 was reduced to £15,000, or to
any other amount; but the Government had
reasonable grounds for believing that the Bill
would have passed through committee without
any, or, atany rate, with very little discus-
gion. He did not wish to go over the same
ground that he bad gone nver before, but he
wished to say that he did not think the Go-
vernment were being very well treated in this
matter. The House had heen upanimous
when the Government were asked to deal with
this question. They were told by those who
had taken a prominent part in opposition to
the Assisted Schools that they would deal
with the question of compensation for the
withdrawul of the annual grant equitably,
considerately, and generously,—in fact, they
were  overflowing with goodwill townrds
the Assisted Schools. By the almost
unanimous wish of the members of
the House, the Government underteook
to deal with this matter. It was referred to s
Joint Select Committes of hoth Houaes, at the
almost unanimous wish of this House, and,
having obtained the opinion of that Commit-
tee, the Government came;down to the House
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with a Bill reducing the amount cecommended
by the Select Committee from £30,000 to
£20,000. Now, he did not wish to say any-
thing against any hon. member who wounld
vote against the Government on this question,
but he did say, in regard to some hon. mem-
bers, that if the Government had come for-
ward with a proposal to psy £15000, they
wonld not have supported it. Their action on
the Bill was on a par with the manner in
which they supported the Fremuntle mewbers
in regard to the removal of the Railway
Workshops to the Midland Junction. Could
any rne suppose for a moment that if the
Government had proposed to pay to the man-
agers of the Assisted Schools £5,000 in lien of
the annual grant, that the hon. members he
referred to, would bave supported such =
grant ¥ Every one who knew the conduet of
some hon. memnbers in the House, knew that
they would noil. That being the case, if the
Government had put £5,000 intothe Bill, those
kon. members to whom hw alluded wonld nat
have voted for it. They had henrd n great
deal about equity, and of u desire fo
deal with the question in o most
liberal spirit, but they knew how much such
talk wns worth ? Tt was not worth the snap
of ufinger. He knew, in regard to some hon.
members opposite, who said they were his
iriends, that they were inreality not so,and he
would alweys treat them ns though they are
not his friends, hecause, really, they were
not.

Mg. Siupeon: Surely that is a mistake !

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Six J. Forrest):
He wuanted the Opposition te understand

thoronghly that he did not look npon thera as |

friends of the Government. They had heard
the hon. member for Alhany say that he
would endeavor Lo remove the Govermment
by every means in his power ; thut, by fair
menns or otherwise, he would always oppose
the Government.

Mg. Leage: Tam not finding fanit,

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Well, now he wished to say this to the House,
that he had not approached any member to
ask him how he would vote on this messure,
nor had he asked nnyone else to approachthem
on this question. His desire was that hon,
members should come to the consideration of
this question in the same fair, open, straight-
forward epirit that they would deal with other
matters.
hon. members who had given a generons sup-
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The Opposition had button-holed |
! should be £20,000 or £15,000, or any lesser
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, port to the Government with a view of in-
' fluencing them to oppose the DMinistry on
this Bill; but the Government had not acted
in that way. They had left thew §o vote for
the Bill, if it was possible for them to do so.

Mg. LeEsxe: You said yourself that you had
gone round tounting !

Tuxr PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he regretted all this trouble over the Assisted
Schools. He cerlainly would not huve under-
taken the settlement of the question if he
thonght he would have been met in the way
he had been met. He had not been met
fairly, FHe had been asked on all sides of the
House to take up this guestion, or he would
not have taken it upon his own motion. But
it had been under the discussion of the Joint
Select Committee, and hon. members had ex-
pressed themselves as being willing to deal
with it. However, that might be allowed to
pass. It was not a guestion of principle us
to whether the Assisted Schools should be
compensated, but merely a question as to
whether the compensation should Le £15,000
or £20,000. He felt much regret that there
should have been ull the trouble over £5,000.
1t came to this: that some hon. memberswould
tull about it if it were only £1,000. Itwounld
huve been inuch better if those hon. members
had said they would not give the managers of
the Assisted Schools anything; aud, if the
Gevernment had proposed £15,000, they would
not have voted for it. The Government had
reduced the recommendation of the Select
Committee from £30,000 to £20,000, and the
real question now was, as tio whether a mino-
rity was to rule the House—a minority that
was geeking office.  But they wounld not rnle
the flouse.

Mr. Leage: They are doing it pretty weil
now.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
it would be a sad thing for this country when
men like the hon. members opposite had con-
trol of the Government. But they would not
have that contrel just yet. The majority
would have a little wmore backhone, and a
little move principle than to join that Opposi-
tion. He much regretted the wrangle that
had taken place over five thousand pounds of
compensation, for he could enllit nothing else
| than a wrungle. The Govermmwent had heen
pretty reasonable, and he did not think that
he bad Leen well treated. It was for the
House to say whether the amount of the vote
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anwount. The Government were wlways will-
ing to bow to the majority, and they would do
so on this occasion.

Mr. THROSSELI. desired to say that he
disagreed with his respected friend vhe Premier
in describing the opposition to the puymentof
£20,000 as a wrangle. !hose who were in
favor of reducing the amounnt to £15,000 were
eatitled to their opinion, nnd, if their opposi-
tion was to be ealled wrangling, then they had
a vight to wrangle. He intended to support
the Bill ns it stood; but he did not see that
there was any occasion to attribute unworthy
motives to the other side of the House, if they
desired to reduce the vote. He honored the
member for East Perth (Mr. James), who was
an honor to the country, and, if he was not
willing to vote for a grant of £20,000 for an-
nulling the grant to the Assisted Schools, that
hon. member had . right to his opinion. He
(Mr. Throsseil} would stand or fall'with the
Government, and ho considevred that the
Premicr bad shown more mornl courage than
be had ever donein the House before, when he
cut down the recommendation of the Joint
Select Committee from £30,000 to £20,000;
and, out of regard for tbe prosperous position
he had placed the country in, he (Sir John
Forrest) had a claim upon the generosity of
his supporters to support him in carrying the
Bill before the House, even though they
wonld have been better satisfied to vote for a
smaller amount, He thought that hon. mem-
bers should vote for the grant of £20,000, out
of u unanimous sentiment of admiration for
the Premicr, and in order to save him from
further humilintion on the question under
discussion. While he thought that £15,000
would be ample compensation, they did not
wunt any further wraugling. They wanted
pence in the country, nod he thoughs that, in
order to attain these ends, hon. members
should accept the dictum of the Government,
and vote for the Bill as it atcod. The House
should not raise the objection that a portion
of the money would be devoied to religions
instruction. It was frankly admitted that it
would be, and, if the managers of the sehools
suid they were not going to give religious
instruction, hon. members would simply say
that they did not believe them, The House
shoold rather honor the Roman Cathelie body
for being so faithfal to their rehgion. The
House should settle the question at once by
voting the snm named in the Bill.

Mg RANDELL said the hon. member for
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Northam had spuken very well in nis appeal
to the members of the House, but his argu.
ments would serve just as well the other side
of the question. There was o large wajority
of members of the House whu thought that
the amount of compensation should be £10,000,
88 an equitable snm ; but they were willing to
vote for £15,000 for thesake of pence. It wus
not right to aany that £5,000 was a miserable
sum to talk about; he could not justify him-
self to his constibuents if he voted for it. The
House had noright to commit a wrong against
three-fourths of the community by dealing
exhaustively wish the public funds, There
were not sufficient grounds for voting for
£20,000; and the .£30,000 recommended by
the Joint Committee was 5o extravagant a sum
that it was impossible for the country to
have accepted it. THe felt guite certain
that if £20,000 were carried, it would
cause a copsidernble amount of dissatis- °
faction in the couniry, This wusevident to him
from the fact that he had not been able to
discover o single individual who did not think
that £15,000 was ample compenation for dis-
continuing the annual grant. In fact, the
right to pay any compensation at all wae de-
batable, The Government had an opportu-
nity of obtoining an unanimous vote upon the
question by reducing the amount to £15,000,
and be believed that the Government would
not be so firn in asking the House to pass
£20,000, if their motive was not to make
friends of those whe were interested in the
Assisted Schocls.

Tae PrEMiEk: You are more positive than
we are.

Mg. RANDELL gaid the Government were
anxious to make friends over this matter, but
they would prefer to do the right thing to the
country. In his opinton £10,000 would be a
fair and reasonable sum to vote; but, in con-
gideration of what the Roman Cntholic Schools
had dene for the cause of education in West
Australia, he would be willing to vote for
£15,000.

Mr. JAMES said the remarks of the hon.
member for Northam showed that the ques-
tion before the House was being treated asa
party one, and that the loyalty of the sup-
porters of the Government was being streined,
in order that they might vote a larger sum of
compensation than they would be in favor of,
if it were not for party ties. Now, he would
nppeal to the Premier ns to whether he waa
not satisfied, after lstening to the apeech of
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the hen. member for Northam, that £20,000
was not too large a grant. He (Mr. Jumes)
did not want te charge the Government with
having wilfully inflaenced their snpporters to
this nndue extent. It might, perhaps, be their
misfortune that there should bp memhers in
the House who would ancrifice what they
deemed to be their duty, to their loyulty to the
Government, But, was it fair for the Govern.
ment, when they took up the poaition of
arhbitrators on the questivn of giving com-
pensanlion to the Roman Cathalic rehaols, to he-
cotne advocates fora carfain amount? It would
have heen better for them to have avoided nll
augpicion of compromising the loyaity of their
friends, hy bringing down the Bill to the
Hounse without having apecified any swun ns
compeusation, and allowing the wmount to be
determined by the majority of the House,
without making the issne o party question.

* For his own part he challenged the Premier to
sny that he (Mr. James) had ever given n vote
in that House for party purposes, or that any
of his utterances had been inconsistent with
what he deemed to be his public duty. Tt
would be well if the Premier would permit
hon. mewbers on all sides of the Howse to
freely express their opinions upon the amount
to he awarded by this Bill

Tue Peepmier (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): And
hold no opinions of cur own, I suppose P

Mg. JAMES wanted every member to vote
fox the Bill according tohis convictions without
being influenced by the opinions of the ov-
ernment, in the manner thet had been
refarred to by the hon. member for Northam.
Hon. members would agree with him when he
said that n great chamge had come over the
feeling of the country since the last general
election, and that that change of ferling was
hostile to the continuntion of the dual system
of education. That being so, would hon.
members who snpported the system not do
wrong if they used the votes they them ob-
tained for the purpose of settling—in a
manner which would not, or could not, be
satisfactory to all parties,—a question upon
which the country had nobt expressed its
opinion. If the feeling of the country were
tested now, he was sure that it would be
found that an overwhelming majority would
Lie found in favor of awarding to the Assisted
Schools, a sum considerably less than even
£15,000; and he suggested to the Premier
that it would not be right for him to settle
guch an important question as this, on a
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narrow majority of 3 or even 6, hut thnt he
ghould allow it to be settled by practically an
unonimous vote of hon. members. It was
not a question of rguabbling over n difference
of £5,000. MHis opinion was that if £10,000
wer¢ voted, hon, members would be exhibiting
greater generosity than any other celony in
Australia bad exhibited towards kindred in
stitutions, having regard, of conrse, to loeal
circumstances. He, therefore, was not nt all
plensed when he found that he wus nceused
of stirring wp satrife, simply because he was

. prepared to forego his opiniona to the extent

of £5,000. But ho was certainly not prepared
to swallow his convictions and opinione by
voting for £20,000, In proposiug ihis amount
of £20,000, wns not the Premier influenced
mare by his desire to aseist those Assisted
Schools, than a desire to meet the wishes of
Lion, members or of the majority of the people
of the country ? He supposed it was juat as
impossible for him, opposing the Assisted
Schoonl system as be did, to altogether free his
mind from the position, ns it was for the
Premier to free his mind of tha aympathy he
naturally felt towards the system,believing, as
he did, in the valunof the system. But, re-
cognising the Qitficulty which hon. members
felt in freeing themselves of their predispo-
sitione onme way or the other, he would
like the Grovernment to allow the question of
amount of compensatton to be paid to the
Apsisted Schools to be settled, as he had
hefore stated, by o practically unanimous vote.
He considered that the Government should
not make it a party or a Government ques-
tion, but that the individus]l members of the
House should vote as their consciences dic-
tuted, and that no hon. member was justified
in feeling himself to he under obligations to
the Government, as had been snggested by the
hon. member for Northam., It had been eaid,
on geveral ocensions, that it was impoesible to
setfle the matter satisfactorily, unless the
exact amount of compensation to be paid was
ascertained and specified. He thought that,
in these inatters, hefore they could be
generous, they should ascertain what was
just. When he last spoke on the question, he
endeavored to obtain from the Government
some iden of the basis upon which they cal.
eulated their proposed amount of £20,000, us
a proper amount to ygive the Assisted
Schools.

Tne Peemier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): The
Ecclesinstical Grant is a baais,
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Me. JAMES: He could not see the unalogy
between the Ecclesiasticul Grant and the
Agsisted Schools Grant at all, because, as he
stated when speaking on the second reading
of the Bill, the distinction between the two
grants was this: that while the Lcclesinstical
Grant was given towards an end which was
generally approved of, the Assisted Schools
Grunt was given towards an end which was
generally disapproved ot. PFurther than that,
the sum awarded to the Churches was given
with the full knowledge that it would bo used
for o certuin purpose, while, on the other
hand, it was proposed to give the Assisted
Schools a grant in perpetuity, without any
provisions being made as to what shonld be
done with the movey. He, therefore, con-
sidered thar there was absolutely mno analogy
between the twu grants. Was there any other
hasis of calculation beyond the Ecclesinstical
Grant, upon which hon. mewbers could sup-
port the Governwent proposul ?

Me. A. ForrEST : Yes, 10 years' purchuse.

Me. JAMES : He did not think the hon.
member for West Kimberley was serious in
making that suggestion.

I'ue Premies : I stated my veasons for pro.
posing £20,000.

Mu. JAMES: Woll, he tollowed the Mon.
the Premier’s apeech very closely, nnd he had
failed to discover apy basis of calculation
beyond a mere statement of the amount,
which was not amplified to any cxtent to us-
certain whether it was just or not.

Tur Premier : How did you arrive ut the
couclusion thut £10,000 was a sufficient sam
to give ?

Me. JAMES : By the precedents estublished
in the other colonies—Quecensiand, for in-
stance, where five years' notice of the with-
drawal of the grant-in-aid to the Assisted
Schiools there wus given. New South Wales
and Victoria also furnished precedents of a
gimilarnature ; and, surely, if the systein co m-
mended itself to the three colonies he had
named, which were the most populous of the
group, 1t would commend itself very strongly
to this colony.

(25 Serremees, 1895.)

Ter CoMMIESIONER OF CROwN Lanps (Hon.

A. R. Richardason): Three swallows do not
make a summer.

Mgr. JAMES: But three-fourtha of the
population of Ausiralia, practically wade Ans-
tralia.

As he had before stated, the Queens- .

lund Government had behaved very genergus- .

Iy to the Assisted Schools of that colony, on |
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the withdrawal of the Govermment grant, by
giving five years’ notice, and he considered
that if £10,000 were given in a lump sum to
the Assisted Schools of this colouy, they would
be treated even more liberally than the kindred
institutions of Queensland were treated.
He thought the Government would admit
that the arguments he had put forward
against tho proposal were not unreasonuble,
H those who opposed the granting of any sum
at all, went so far oulside their own convie-
tivne a8 to agree to the payment of £10,000,
tor the sake of peace, was it not o hardship,
to say the least of if, that they should have
thrust down their throats an amount which
wus utterly distasteful to them, and an
amount which would have the effect of per.
petuating the system which they desired to
see abolished, and which could not Le sup-
ported by any colonial precedent or ex-
puerience, or by any sovnd argument? He
contended that £20,000 was too large o sum
to give nwuy to Assisted Schools, and he was
confident that no vne but o atrong advesute of
those schoois would bave proposed it. He
agreed with the hon. member for Nortbam,
that the Joiut Helect Commitiee was a farce
while the Government themselves recogunised
that the proposu! of the committee to pay
£30,000 to the Assisted Schools wus so ex-
treme, that even their most loyal supporters
wonld not support that wimount being
awarded: Now, he was prepaved to stuke alljhe
was workh, nud say that there were not wore
than four hon. wembers who would bave sup-
ported the payment of £30,000. ‘ihat being
50, he thought it wus hardly fair that the
Government should contend thut they had
made a concession by coming down to £20,000,
and then colling that latfer amount a reason-
uble sum. If that argument were a good one,
the Government conld have proposed £100,000
in the first instunce, and then, finding that
that minount met with strong opposition from
their supporters, they couid have reduced it
to £50,000, und huve called that a reasonable
amount. If that contention held good, he was
of opinion that those who were strongly in
fuvor of the payment of only £10,000, were,
however, prepared to concede another .£5,00C
for thesake of compromising the amount, thay
should ulso be considered to have acted reason-
ubly und fairly in the matter.

At 6.30 pm. the Chairman Jeft the chair,

At 7.30 p.m. the Chairman resamed the chair,

Tug PREMIER (Heun. Sivr J. correst),
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referring further to Clause 3 and the pro.
posed amendwent, said the hon. member for
East Perth (Mr. James) had argued that as
the settlement of the schools questionin
Queensland had been mnde on the liasis of
five years’ purchase, that precedent should
apply here. But the twe cases differed materi-
ally, in this way : that in Queensland the
Government had previously been paying the
whole cost of education in the non-vested
schools,and continned to pay the full cost forfive
yeara more, under the Act passed for abolishing
Stute aid ; whereas, in this colony, the Govern-
ment had heen paying in aid only about one-
third of the cost of education in Assisted
Schools, ns compared with three times the
cost in the Stnte Schools.  Therefore,if comn-
pensation should be paid here on the Queens-
Yand basis of five years’ purchase,the hon.
member estimated the amount here at £10,000,
for which sum he wns willing to voto ; but he

(the Premier) contended that & correct
estimate on  that basir would bhe
three times that amount, if the State

here was to pay the whole cost of education
in the Assisted Schools for five years—thit
wag for five years” purchase at the full cost of
education in Assisted Schools, the same as had
been paid for the last five years under the
Queensland Act. The hon. member’s estimate
on thut basis, instead of being £10,000, shounld
be £30,000, Other members might thinic
differently, but that was the point of view from
which he (the Premier) regarded the question
of compensation. Referring next to the re-
marks of the hon. member for Northam, there
had been no intention on bhis (the Premier’s)
part to say one word against these hon, mem-
bers who might be eaid to be represented, on
this question, by the hon. memberfor Perth. Hs
(the Premier) considered that the hon. mem-
_ ber’s action, in moving the amendment they
were then discussing, was just the sane as his
action in other matters ; for he had dealt with
the question in o fair way, according to what
the hon. member believed to Le just and right,
and, so far ns the Government were concerned,
they appreciated the views of the hon. member
for Perth, and of those other members whose
views on the question he represented in this
House. His (the Premier’s) previous remarks,
to which allusion was made, had referenco
renlly to the tuctica of the two hon. wmembers
opposite (Mr. Leake and Mr. Simnpson).
Mr. Leage: What have I done ? For gnod
nees’ sake, explain.
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Mg. GEORGE snid that, having now reached
the final stage in this controversy, they could
look on the occasion as a histerical epoch in
the affnirs of this colony and this Pnrliament.
In trying to deal with the assisted schools
fairly and generously, hon, members shouid
put aside all jll-feeling and aerimony ; re-
cogniging that ecach wember, whatever his
views might be, wus acting according to his
conviction, without prajudies, anl with a
desire to do what was fair and just. He
recognised that the Giovernment were desivous
of obtaining as much unanimity as possible in
the settlement of this question ; and he
rocognieed also that a minority, numerically
small, hud chosen to make this Hcuse the arena
in which the amount of compensation should
be sottled, and rightly so The Government
proposal was said to be bnsed on ten years'
purchase, that having Dbeen also the basis on
which the Ecelesiastical Grant wus abolished ;
but that reasoning, as to a precedent, did not
sutisfy him, for, in the former case, the State
took away the grant from tbe churches with-
vut giving any Staute Church in return,
whercas the present Bill would take away
the grant, but would give such com-
peasation in rveturn as would perpetu-
ally maintain those schools which were not
culled State Schools. The Roman Catholic
denomination, which they all honored. received
£1,700 a3 an education grantin 1894, aceording
to figures supplied to him by the hon, member
fur Perth: and that wimount, capitalised at ten
years’ purchase, would be equal to £17,000.
Therefore the correct awount dne on that
basis would net be £20,000, as proposed in the
clause.

Mr. Ranpeut said he might here explain
that the correct amount paid to the Catholic
Schools in 189+ was £1,734 ; and the higher
smount estimated by the Government was
urrived at ouly by taking as a basis the amount
paid for the six months ending on the 30th
June last, that being only for half a year. He
had taken the twelve months ending December
last, as hie basis, because the financial year of
the Education Department cnded with
Decomber. . .

Mr. GEORGE, resuming bis argument, said
if the £1,734 recuived by the Assisted Schools
for the yeur ending December last were used
for creating interest, it would extend consider-
ably over temn ycars’ purchase, for no one
would be uble to mnke £10,000 yield above
£1,00V a yearas interest for over ten years. He
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considered an amount equal to five yoars’s pur-
chase would be just, this being also the opinion
of many persons outside the House, whose
views had been communicated to him. That
amount would be £9,000, and, before it was all
expended, the interest acerning om it would
increase the amount to £10,000. Sucha com-
pensation would be what he considered just
and fair,
who thought £10,000 sufficicnt would add
another £5,000 for generosity, uwnd make the
tutal amount £15,000, the House would bu uct-
ing both justly and generously towurds the
Asgisted Schools. He would vote for £15,000,
neithor more ot less ; and he hoped that, what-
ever vobe wus given, it would be unanimous,
Mg, COOKWORTHY said be rose, as u

[25 SepTEMBER 1895]

As to generosity, if those members

supporter of the Government, to suy that if

the Government were in danger of being
turned out as the result of a division on this
question, he would sacrifice his opinion us fo
the amount that should be given to the
Assisted Schools, and would vote for kecping

the Government in, because he did not wish .

to see the Opposilion in power. But he did

not consider this a party queation, snd he .

intended to vote For such amount as he con-
zidered fair, though he would nof say what
amount exactly he would vote for. The
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not deal with any religious denomination ; and
although one religions body did take advani-
age of that Act wore than other bodivs chose
to do, that was no resson why Parliament
should now deal harshly with a body which had
created schools under the proviswons of a pre-
vious Act of Parlinment. He had not consult-
&d his constitnents as to their views on this
BEill, por had they cummunicated with him.
He was elected to do the best he could, accord-
ing to his judgment, for promoting the in-
teresta of his constituents, and of the colony.
the Honse would not be dealing too liberally
with the Assisted Schools by passing the
amount proposed in the Bill.

Me. LiEAKE said be would not have spoken
furthier on this clause, hud not the Premier
thoughi fit to wake un attack on Limsell und
tie hon. member Ffor Geraldton, that after-
noon. He could vot help expressing regret
that the hou, gentleman should kave descended
to thuse tactics of which he was gradually
becoming so adept a master. [t was not unly
to be regretted that the debates of this Honse
shoutd degeuerate into these tirades of abuse,
but it was almest humilinting to see a gentle-
man of the distinguished position of the

| Premier showing such a lack of dignity in

general opinion in hig district was in favor of
£15,000—as u fair and equitable compensation °

to the Assisted Schoola. No Iavger sum would
L2 approved by the great mass of the people.

The Government must know thab the bolk of |

their supporters, though notl perhaps giving
voice to the opinion, in an urgent way, would
prefer that the amount should be £15,000. It

wag a pity the Government had notcalled their .

supporters together in the firat instance, to

nscertnin the general opinion, before fixing :

any amount in the Bill.

Mg. LEFROY eaid he bad not heard any
fresh argnments that would alter the opinion
he had previously expressed as to the rmount
of compensation that ehould be paid. The
imonnt proposed in the clause was fair and
liberal, and he would vote for it.

A system

which had been in foree so long as 24 years, '

was entitled to considerate and equitable
treatment, when Parliament chose to interfere
by abelishing the system.

The hon. member

for Eust Perth.had argued thab this money -
would be given to perpetuate a system which

wus distasteful to many members in this

House, and to many persons in the country, -

But the Education Acl pussed 24 yearsago did

deuwling, not only with weusares, but with men,
Neither his tone, nor his muanner, nor his
methods, did eredit either to himself or to
Purliament. 'Lhey were all false, and he (Me.
Leake) regretied that whilss, in intreducing
this measure, the Premier had advocuted
conciliution, puace, quietness, friendship, and
goudwill, he had alse shown such nn utter luck
of nny desire for,or any attempt at concilintion,
He (Mr. Leako) did not know that, through-
out this debate, he had buen guilty of uny-
thing like unfair tuctics. He had been open
in his opposition. He had announced it freely
both inside and outside the Homse; and if
the Premtier did rely on his support in dealing
with this subject, he {(Mr. Leake) could not
say he regretted it ; he was not awaro that any
thing he had done conld have induced the
Premier to take that false position. He (Mr.
Leake)} had never intended to support the
Premier in the consideration of this question ;
and if he did voice the opposition, well, he
hoped the Premier and other Ministers gene-
rally would understand that if he intended to
oppose, he would do so in as whole-hearted a
manner as possible. It was usually considered
fhat the duty of am Oppusition was to oppose,
if they thougit they had right on their side;
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and the narrowness of the majority which
the Premier expected on this occasion wonld
show the hon. gentleman was not so over-
whelmingly right as at one time the Premier
had imagined- If the views of hon. members
might be inferred fromn the result of the divis-
ion, it would soon be seen that there was o far
stronger fecling on this question, than the Pre-
mier and his colleagues seemed to expeet. It
appeared that the Premier, relying on the in-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Assisted Schools,

be had at his back. [VRE Premieg:T said
nothing of the sort.] Well, he (Mr. Leske) had
read scmething in the newspapers to that
effect, or had beard it in the House. When
members on the Opposition side desired, ina
spiril of fair play, to hold out the olive branch
of peace, Ly suggesting £15,000 us the amount
ofcompensation, that suggestion was flouted,
and the oppenents of the Government were

* told they were acting unfnirly and were insti-

fluence of his personality, had ecpected a
larger support on this question, and, finding -

the expected majority was wenkened or lessen-
“ed, the hon. gentleman was almost saerificing
hias friends, by driving them too fust, although
he had had bint after hint during this debate
that hon. membera would not support him to
the extreme extent to which the hon. gentle-
man desired to go. How could it be said tle
Government had not been fairly treated in
this matter 7 Unfairly treated ! and by whom ?
The Premier could pitch on only two members
a8 having treated him unfairly -himself (Mr.

Leake} and the hon, member for Geraldton .

{Mr. Simpson). All the other 14¢ or 16 mem-

bers who voted in the snme way on this subject

were, presumably, actuated by the best of
motives—by their consciences and all the
rest of it—and the only members guilty of any
snormity were himseif and the hon. member
for Geraldton. [Mr. Moss: T'wo abandoned
creatures.] He (Mr. Leake) had always
understood that a substantial and vigoroue
Oppositicn would probably assist in the proper
solution of any diffienlty that might arise. He
had heard the Premier say the Government
courted Opposition, and delighted in it; [but
the hon. gentleman had not ezpressed his
delight on this cecasion. Possibly the hon,
gentleman’s views on the subject had
changed. At any rmate, he (Mr. Leake)
certainly intended to follow out the line
which he had advocated . from the frsh
moment the question was brought forward in
thig session ; and he could not understand why
the Premier should say he (the Premier) had
not been fuirly treated, whilst showing that
he himself had not the courage of his opinions
and dared not stick to his guns.
had first proposad £30,000 ; then he came down
to £20,000; and then, notwithstanding the
offers of peace that were made by his own
colleague, the Attorney-General, the Premier
gseemed determined to stand by the £20,000;
and as he had told them the other evening,
would make use of the majority whichhe knew

gating a wranpgle. For himself, he could say
ha had not heard a violent or even an impas-

gioned sapeech on the question from the
Opposition side of the House; but, if
there had bleen any wrangling, he did

not {hink they need go further “han the bon.
gentleman himself, for, instea of the Govern-
ment leaving the amount of compensation to
be arrived nt quiotly by agreement in the
House, the Premier brought pressure to bear
on those upon whom he relied for support.

Tue Premiee : That is not correct, you
know.

Mg, LEAEE : I do not know
deny if.

Tuy PrEMER : I do deny it.

Mu. LEAKE said the hon. gentle.nan denied
it, but he (Mr. Leake) reasserted whal he had
said. He should have thought the Premier
would have come down to the views of those
wembers on his own side who suggested
£15,000 as the proper amcunt. If there was
nothing in the difference of £5,600, why did
not the Premier meet the views of so many
members on both aides of the Hounse, by lower-
ing the amount te £16,000 ? His own opinion,
as he had stated before, was that the managers
of the Roman Cutholic Schools were not entifl-
ed to a single penny ; but he was prepared to
give way to the wishes of the majority on his
side of the Honse by voting for £10,000. The
average of the grant to Assisted Schools
during the 24 years of their existence
wae £1,600 a year ; and, at five yeary’
purchase, the compensation would be £7,500.
By increasing the amount to £10,000 in round
figures, Parlinment would be desling with

You can't

* these schools in a fairly liberal and also an

The Premier

honest manner; because, by reason of the
assistance given in the past, the managers of
these schools had been able te establish sound
institutions and to acquire extensive proper.
ties. Therefore, so farfrom depriving them
of any vested interest, Parliament had enabled
this religious body to obtain the advantage of
the unearned increment of their freebold
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lands, which had lieen growing in value dur-
ing the Jast few years. How then, could it be
said an injustice or injury was being done, by
saying that Parlinment was interfering with
vegted interests legally created under exiating
circumstances. He thanked the hon. mem.
ber for Northam for his kindly expressions
with regard to the tactics of those wmembors
. who sat on the opposite side of the House;
particularly o when those cbservations fol.
lowed so closely afcer tha attack made by the
Premier upon him (Mr. Leake); although he
could not go so far as the hon. member for
Northam, in saying he admired the 1aoval
courage of the Premier in electing to cnme
down from the first proposal of £30,000.
He regretted rather, to have to eay
that when the Premier was
with the indignity of defeat, he showed
temper. They had heard a good deal about
conscience, and little odds and ends of that
kind, during the debate. e supposed they
might 2l lay claim to hoving some sort of
consciencious motives or scruples, though they
might not all be able to set up a colossal
consciance, like the Commissioner of Crown
Lands. He (Mr. Leake) did claim that mem-
bers on the Opposition side had fought this
question on a fair political basis, and were
not sctuated by private spite or anmy un-
pnecessary party feeling. For himself, it
would be idle t{o say he did not care whether
thie was made a party question nove or not.
Ifhe could make it a party move, he would
do 8o, quickly ; and, if he could win on it, he
would do so. But he was content to win on
it without making it a party move; and if his
side did not win on it in ‘the approaching
division, they would come so close to winning
that he did not think the Premier and, his
colleagues would care to meet the country on
the question, after the prorogation. He would
vote in the division for striking out the
£20,000 ; and then it would be for hon. mem-
bers to say what amount should be put into
the Bill in lieu of that sum. Up to the present
moment, they had pot heard a word from the
three hon. members who represented the
particalar body that was interested in the Bill.
{Mr. Momax : Are yon sorry¥] He wassorry,
and could not understand whether those
members were ncting with feelings of gratitude
to the Premicr for his liberality, or wheth:r

they were acting under instruction from the

Premier or anybody elee. [Mr. Marmion: We
den’t do like yun.] But the fact rewained
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. to the countiry,
. eumstances and events which wmight follow,

threatened
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that these three members had not spoken, nnd
he believed they did not now intend to spesk.
He would like to have beard whut arguments
they, who claimed o superior knowledge on
this subject, could have stated in support of
the principle they were discussing. [Me.
Moran: It would not afect your vote, would
it?] Hv did not know that it would, unless
it made him go wmore heartily in the
directior in which he had intended
to go. In justice to the House, and
and in view of cir-

it would have been better it those three hon.
members had explained their views, and nol

" give a silent voleon a question which had

drawn an expression of opinion from nearly
every other hon. member. [Mr. Mogax:
Don’t you think you could mind yuur own
business, if you tried?). If he tried, he
thought he couild; but it was not his pructice
to introduce his own business into this Houge,
Therc could ho no hetter oceasion for considar-
ing the intercsts of the country, instead of
personal interests, when they had to deal with
a proposal for giving away £20,000 of the
pecple’'s monaey,

Mx. HARPER said one of the strong argu.
wents used by the Governwent and their sup-
poriers was that there was an afimity between
the position of the Ecclesiastical Grant and the
grant to Assisted Schools. He had tried to
look nt: the question in that light, but failed to
recognise the aflinity; for the Ecclesiastical
Grant represented the interests of about nine-
tenths of the people, whereas the grant to As-
sisted Schoole represented only one-fourth of
tlae people. Therefore, it was that, there was no
opposition among the nine-tenths to the liberal
terms for abolishing the Ecclesiastical Grant;
whereas, in dealing with the Assisted Schoola,
the difference was that these were parnsites on
the Government Schools, and this accounted
for the difference of feeling in the two cases,
The Cotholic Bishop, in his evidence, was
very particular, when discussing the possibility
of the Government taking over the Assigted
Schools, in stipulating that their teachers
should be protected from any loss. But, on
the other hand, hon. members must all
recognise that for twenty years the Catholie
Bishop bad been doing his best to injure
teachers in the Government Schools, and
would not have hesitated to take the whole of
their schools from them if he could, while, in
many instances, he did take as many as hglf
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the scholus from a Government School. The
position taken up by the Premier, on this
question had caused more bitter feelings thun
perhaps anything clse in counection with this
watter. Three-fourthe of the country n.tu-
rally would have said, *“ Here are one-fourth
trying to make the best bargain thoy can for
themselves, und that is only natural”
What the other three-fourths would nati-
rully expect was that the Government
should stand hetween the threc-fourths and
the one-fourth ; but, instead of doing that, the
Government had thrown the whole of their
influence into that of the one-fonrth, and that
he wae sure, was what the whole conntry felt.
Then, supposing the £20,000 were carried, the
Catholic Bishop here would write to Catholic
Bishops in other colonies saying, “[ have got
double what you have received ;” and, if those
Bishops wrote back nsking bow it wasmannged,
the Bishop here might reply, * L did ithy de-
nouncing thoseopposed to us, by threater ing my
friends, and by eajoling the Premier.” 'faking
the casze of the hon. member for the Moore, 30
or 40 political corpses had beeu passed on the
roll of that electorate ; andno one could argue
that these were put there for the sake of
maintaining the present member for the Moore
1n his seat, because there was not the slightest
probabilivy ¢f that wember being opposed as a
candidate for rve-election, unless it wus by a
noniinee, ot the gentleman who had sought to
put these etectors on the roll. Heurged on those
members who were supporiing the proposal
for giving 420,000, as cowpensafion to As-
gisted Schools, to consider that if there was o
Seylla, theve was also a Charybdis, and
that if they songht -to wmake [riends of
one-fuurth of the community, they might be
muking enemics of the other three-fourths.
He thought the sum of £10,000 would not be
unfair, one way or the other, As to the idea
of compensation, persons shenld not expect to
be compensgated for the loss of that which they
had never received; therefore, to refer to the
precedent of Queensland was beside the ques-
tion. He urged the Governwent to meet the
views of a lurge minority, by reducing the
amount in the Bill. ‘The Goverument had
been actuated more by a warm desire to do
the best they couid for the Catholic comuun-
ity, rather than for the three-fourths who had
different views on this question. The Attor-
ney-Geuneral had tausnted him, the other even-
ing, with havipg been put up by the Opposi-
tion ; but he wust say, inreply, that he would
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rmuch soomer be put up by Her Mujesty’s
Opyposition than be put up by u representative
of the Pope.

Mg, SIMPSON wus sure thut hon. mem-
bers wers anxious to get to a division,
and ko settle this important question. There-
fore, at this stuge, he deplored the spirit of
malignuut spleen manifested by the Premier
tow:irds the hon. juember for Albany and him-
gelf. [Twe PREMIER: Behuve yourself]
't hat was the attitude which the Premier had
adopted right through the #hole of this ques-
tion, From: the introduction of the Bill to the
attack mude on bon, mewbers that evening.
Ag far as he (Mr. Simpson) was personally
concerned, he took this sort of thing from the
Hon. the Prewier as the idle wind, and he was
getiing perfectly used to the Premier's treat-
ment of him. The Premier continuully made
him the subjectof public abuse und privateslan-
der, and i.¢ despiscd themw Loth. This was the
way in whic¢h the Premier showed the sincerity
of his declaration that he desived to deul with
this question in a statesmanlike and eguituble
manver. When thiz matter came to the divi-
sion,iv would possibly befound that the Govern-
ment hud a majority of one vote. Surely, if
the Government were anxious to take o wise
course, they would uccept the proposal for
£15,000, rather than furce the suiu of £20,000
through the House by the mnarrow majority
of one vote. He appealed to the Attorney-
General, who was usually regarded with some
confidence, and who had expressed u great
desire to see this question settled, to accept
the proposal for £15,000—not cowpensation,
for he proposed later vn to move an alteration
inthe title of the Bill, but in scttlementof this
matler. If this advice was not accepted, then
the strong personality of the Premier would
guin him the extra vote, and his personal
friends would wrap him in the swaddling
cluthes of their loyalty, and let him down as
quietly as possille.

Mz. PIESSE said he intended to vote with
the Government on this matter. He had
come to the conclusion, when he discussed the
subject of the Nelect Committves's proposal
with otber hon. members of the House, and
the cunclusion they arrived at was, thut, while
agieeing the amount proposed
cessive, he cume to his own
that £20,000 would he a fair amount
to give. That was the general under.
standing of meumtbers on the Government side
of the House, and it was not departed from

Wius ex-
conclusion



Assisled Schools.
until the question came forward for debate,

£15.000 would be sufficient. At the very out-
set, it was suggested thut the Premier should
be approached by some of the Government
supporters, with a view of the amount being
reduced to £20,000, He mentioned this be-
cause of the allegations mude by the hon.
memher for Albany, There was no foundation
whatever for the stntement made by that

gentleman that the Premier had brought
pressure to bear on his supporters. References

had heen made to a stutoment that the Roman
Catholic Bishop would be ableto invest thie

money ubt 15 per cent.; but, he could not |

obtain more than 7 per cent. for it, unless he
went ountside of ordinary investments and
placed it in buildings andland. He considered
that tho motives of the Government in this
matier had been of the highest and purest,
but, at the same time, other hon. members
had a right to their own opinions, and he
honored ihem for expressing them. 8till,
while the mewbers on the Opposition side of
the House claimed the right to hold views of
their own, they should not deny the same
privilege to those who sut on the Government
side of the House. He certuinly intended to
vote for the Bill as it stocd, but it was only
just to the Premier to say he hud been ap-
proached by his supporters to get the amount
redaced to £20,000, and thut there was no
attempt by the Premier to influence members
in the matter at all.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH said, if he followed
his natural inclinations, he wonld like to say o
word or two as to the atyle of language the
Premier had used that evening in dealing with
the matter; bubt Lhe subject was too grave a
one for hon. members to indulge in that kind
of recrimination. There were, however, one or
two points he waa desirous that hon. wembera
ghould bear in mind, before they voted.
The resolution of the House, upon which the
Government was supposed to be acting wagin
favor of the institution of n national system
of education ; and, if this was the intention of
the Government, they were not going to carry
it out by grantiug this ¢lnim, for the result of
voting this moncy would be to perpetuate the
dual system, which tbe people of the country
hud declared against. It bad alae been eaid

that if the Government had brought down a |

proposal to purchase these schuols, the result
would not have bean different, becunse the
Rowan Catholics would have built other
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! schools. But figares of history were against
when the same members appeared to think |

this suggestion. He found, by reference to

. Haytfer, that in 1892 the population of Victoria

wasa 1,162,710, and, of this, the Roman Catho-
lies claimed 255,569, or just above 25 per cent,
of the total population, There were, at the
same time, 251,146 children attending the

. State schools, and only 36,126 attending pri-

vate schoots. Private schools included the
Roman Catholic schools, and there were only
21,042 children attending these, so that, white
25 per cent. of the population were Roman

. Catholics, only 5 per cent. of the children

attending schools went to private schools.
That showed that where Stalc schools were
provided, the Roman Catholic parents sent
their children to them, He did not cave if the
vote was for £50,000, if it would parchase
peace and unity, and enable the people of this
counbry to bring up their children side by side
in one common school, and establish anational
life in the land in which they dwelt. ‘'I'ne
proposal of the Government, however, would
not bring peace and goodwill among the peo-
ple; it would not put an end to the dunl sys-
tem ; and it would not meet the desives of the
people to sec one national system of education,
It would perpetuate the very thing Parlin-
ment had alreudy said was to cease. Hon.
members of the House were prepared to
be libern) wnd generous when i1t counid
be shown tliat any interests of the Roman
Catholic body were to be injured, or loss was
to be created. Whatever was given should be
based apon justice, but, no argument had yet
been advanced where this parlicular ody was
going to sufferloss. If it was argned that a
nationul system of education would mean a
loss to the Rowan Catholic schools, and that
fact could be proved, then it would not be a
matter of £6,000, but of simple justice that
they should be compensated. Experience had
shown that the children would go to the State
schools, and the figures he had guoted from
Victoria would be found to be the seme with
reference to New Soulh Wules, Queensland,
and the other colonies. There shuuld be no
cowmpensation where there was no wrong, and
no wrong had been shown here. There would
never have been n debute on the question, if
the Government had allowed the amount to he
gettled by the House. He did ask the Govern-
ment to meet this side of the House in a fair
apirit, amd, nt the same time, meet the wishes:
of many of thewr own supporters. He asked
the Premies to treat the Opposition with the
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genercsity they were accustomed to receive,
to extend them the kindness for which he was
noted, and to meet them with that exquisitely
refined and classical languoge they haa some-
times heard him use, in the direction of nimnic-
ably settling this question. He hoped the
Government would yield, and also that, when
the vote had been taken, any ill-feeling would
disappear, and they would all be as brothersin
the land. Religious strife was something he
abborred. If they had one Creator and one
great Father surely they ought to live us
brothérs. The wembers on the Opposition
side of the House were :uctuated by pure
motives in fighting against the amount pro-
posed by the Government, and he urged the
Premier, before the vote was taken, to agree
to the compromise that had beon suggested.

Mr. HARPER said that during his unavoid-
able absence from the House, the hon. member
for Geraldton had said the cause of his being
wway was the discourtesy of those around
him. [Me. IrnrnaworTH: He only said it as
a joke.] He desired to deny the suggestion in
the most emphatic manner, because, althongh
be aund the hon. members about him were as
apart as the poles on this subject, he couid
not ask from his warmest friends greater
courtesy than had hbeen extended fo him hy
those who sat near him in the House.

The Committee divided on the question,
that the words (£20,000} proposed to be
strock out stand purt of the Bill.

Ayes... 16
Noes... 15
Majority for ... U |
Aves. Nogs.

Mr. Burt Br. Cookworthy

Mr. Connor My, George

Sir Jobu Forrvest Mr. liarper

Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Hooley

Mr. Hassell Mr, James

Mr. Lefroy Mr, Keep

Br. Marmion Mr. Leake

Mr. Monger Alr. Loton

Mvr, Moran Mr. Moss

Ar. Phillips Mar. Randell

Mr. Piesse | My, k. F. Sholl

Mr. Hichardson Mr. H, W, Bhall

Mr. Solomon Mr. Simpson

Myr. Throssell Mr. Wood

Mr. Venn My, llingworth { Teller).

Mr. Clarkson (T'eller).

Question thus passed.

On the question, that the clanse stand part
of the Bill,

MEe. LEAKE asked the Premicr whether the
Government intended to proceed with the
Bill.
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Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Certainly !

Mr. JAMES: Of course, you will force it
on.

Mg. LEAKE did not know whether the
Grovernment was aware of the fact that it was
actually beaten on the division that had just
taken place. 'l'here was a full House, and, had
the Chairman of Committees been allowed to
vote, the result of the voting would have been
a tie, and the Speaker, according to Parlia-
mentary usages, would have heen compelled
to vote against the Government. He now
proposed to move that the clause be amended
by inserting after the words * twenty thousand
pounds,” the worde * that is to say, £10,000
to the Roman Catholic body, and £10,000 to
the Protestunt body.” There was nothing
before the House to show that some other
bedy might not have a share, and £10,000 was
the limit he had fixed in his own mind. If
some other hon. member moved that the vote
to the Cantholic body be £5,000, and that to
the Protestant body £15,000, he would support
it, because, by a distribation on the system of
capitution, that would be the result.

Tue Cpairman : [ cannot accept the
amendment, as it is not within the scepe of
the title of the Bill.

Mr. JAMES then moved, us un amendment,
that the fullowing words Le added at the end
of the clause :—* Provided that no greater
sum than £15,000 shall be paid to any one
denomination.” There was no necessity to
refer to the first introduction of the Assisted
Schools, but what would have to be recollected
now, was that this menace to the Edueation
system was being forced on theconntry by the
Government having & majority of one vote. In
spite of the fact that the uuvernment were
using this majority in such a way, the Premier
was prepared to hold out his hand, and say he
wanted the whole thing to be settled in o
friendly spirit. The Premier had acted io the
very opposite apirit from the inception of tho
Bill. A very fair compromise had been sug-
gested, und he urged the Premier to accept it,
rather thun force the propesal through by
only nne vote. He was sure it was un-
deairable for this to be done, and that it would
be regretted afterwarda.

Tae CnaiemaN : The amendment pow
proposed is equally mot within the scope of
the title of the Bill. In any case, the amount
proposed would have to he paid to the
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“ managers,” which is the term agreed to in ’
the Bill, :

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S. |
Burt) regretted exceedingly the tone the de-
bate was taking. Hon. members, with the
exception of ome or two, would regret the
acrimonions tone which had been adopted.
He could not Lring himaelf vo belicve other-
wise, than that the large mujority of members
of the House wished to see its businesa con.
ducted, 58 had been for the last twenty-five
years, with credit to Parlinment uand those
who constituted it. It was only now they
were getting away from theold teaditions of
their Parliament, and he appealed to hon.
members whether ample time had not alrendy
been given for the consideration of this sub-
jeet. Hon. members had had time to say, and
say over and over again, after that, all that
could be said on either side. ‘The nrguments
now proposed to be used could not affect the
opinions of hon. mnembers, and he appeanled te
them not to permit frivolows amendments to
ocenpy the time of the House. It was well
known that this sum of money could only be
paid to those who had been in receipt of the
grant-in-aid ; and, thervefore, any snggestion
outside of this would be so much waste of
time. The hon. members on the Opposition
benches had done their nutmost to prevent the
question being settled. [Mg. Stapson: It is
all Parlinmentary.] Tt was an abuse of Par-
linmentury procedure, and n disgrace to Por-
liament. The hon. members he referred to
had wholly disregarded the best traditions of
Parlinmentary life. [Mz. SimesoN : What
about the Premier.] They had no desire even
row to let the queation be sebtled, and, so far
as their demand for a decision to be arrived at
in astutesmanlike and equitable wmanner, was
concerned, their sincerity was best ehown
by the way in which they had tnlked against
time. A few hon, members had delayed the
whole of the Assembly to snit their own sweet
will, and, at a time when some other hon.
members who opposed the Government, and
thought just as strongly as others on the Op-
position side of the House, were anxious to see
the guestion settled. He urped the Honge to
proceed with the next clause of the Bill, in
order that the business of the country might
be dealt with. le appenled to those wem.
bers on the Opposition side of the House who
were rensonable—snch aathe hon. members for
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Nannine, Perth and the Swan—to asaist in

geiting this matter settled. f
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Ma. ILLINGWORTH was always loyal to
the decision of a majority. That was one of
the first principles of Parliomentary life. At
the same time, he ntso regarded further delay
in decidiog this matter asn mistake in tactics.
Nothing could be more evident to the country,
and nolhing more discredituble to the honor
of the Ministry, than the vote given in the
House that evening. The vote which had
been taken was practically o tie, because the
Chairman of Committees had alreandy declared
himself in favor of the lower amount, and,
when the question came before the House, the
Speaker would be compelled to carry ont the
traditions and usages of Parlinment hy giving
Lis vote in favor of the taxpayers. He had
never known an instance in Australian Parlin-
mentary life where a Ministry had passed
such a Bill as this through the House with a
majority of only one vote. If the Government
were prepared to take the responsibility of
acting on this narrow majority, he (Mr. Illing-
worth) was not going to raise his hand larther
in opposition, but, it they did proceed now,
their policy would be a suicidal ope, and
agninst the expressed interests of the wvast
majority of people of the colony.

Me. JAMES took it that the homily of the
Attorney-General was addressed to the hon.
member for Albany and himeelf. So far as he
was concerned, he regretted he was not in
order in moving amendments, and in keeping
on doing 50, as long as he possibly could.
Personally, he had not much respect for the
traditions of the House. He regrotted that
any House had been as this ome was for
twenty-five years, when the only opposition
offered was o cravingly said “aye,” ora weak
protest. The less there was said about the
traditions of the House the better.

Mz, GEORGE only desired to point out ong
thing, and that was that although the Govern
ment had o majority of one, the voice of the
people, as represented in Parlian.ent, was with
the Opposition. The wemhers who voted
with the minority represented 8,108 electors,
while the Government and its majority of one
only represented 5,276. ‘I'he only wnference to
be drawn from this waa that a majority of
3,000 people were against the Government on
this question.

Mz. LEAKE could not help expressing pity
for the Hon. the Attorney-General, who foun
himself in such an awkward position through
the action of the Premier. The Attorney-
General usually treated the other side of the
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House fnirly and honorably, and it was to be
regretted he had now so far forgotten himeelf
in the moment of defent, as to indulge in
futile and unnecessary abuse of the other
side. ['T'BE Premieg: Not the whole of thew
—only two.] A mnjority had really decided
against the Government, although a nominal
majority had voted with them. Theaction of
the Government right through this matter
had been in entire opposition to the ordinary
rules of the House. The Government was
perhaps to be congratulated on the fact that
its majority of one was obtained by the vote
of an hon, member who had, from the very
openiny of this session, shown an utter dis-
regard for the interests of his constituents, or
his duty as a member of Parliament. The
Government was to he congratulated on the
fact that this vote was instrumental in carry-
ing it through. [How. Memseas: Name ]
The hon. membr for York was the gentleman
he alluded to, and the Government was to be
congratulated on his appearance at such an
opportune time. [Me. A. Forresr: This is
very unfair.] The hon, member for York was
surely not thin-skinned. ‘The hon. member
for York was o politician, and knew, when he
entered the House, what to expect. Per-
gonally he (Mr. Leake) regretted the hon.
member had not thought fit to consult the
interests of the country, or protect those of his
vonstituents, on o very important matter, and
other hon, members werg entitled to the
opinion that the appearance of the hon. mem-
ber in tho House that evening wns only due
%0 a request from the Government. The hon.
member for York should not talte these re-
marks persoaally, and doubtless could protect
himself when other hon. members proceeded
to point ouf the peculinr circumatances of his
being present to record his vofe that cvening.
When the Government were to be found con-
gratulating themselves upon a majority of one,
he did not think there was much to be said in
their favor, and he must deprecate the homily
which the Attorney-Gereral had delivered to
omne or two of his (Mr. Leake’s) eolleaguen,
Mg. MONGER said he might be excused
for detnining the House with a speech upon
a subject that had occupied the time of hon.
members 3¢ much this session. He would
not have spoken had it not been for the ra-
marks made by the hon. member for Albany,
who should have be:n the lask man to have
adupted the lactics he had displayed, as he
(Mr, Leake) owed his seat in the House to the
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people whom he was now fighting ngainst.

Me. Marmtow: Take that!

Mg. Lesge: Is the hon. member for Fre-
mantle in order in saying, “Take that.”

Me. Maemion: I thought you were not
thin-skinned.

Mz, MONGER: The hon. wetber for
Albany bad said that the Government awed
their victory on the compensation question to
the fact, that he (Mr. Monger), had supported
them. He was glad that he had been present
to give the Government that support, und he
only regretted that the Governmens had not
seen fit to have accepted the advice of the
Select Committee, and given £30,000 to the
people who had done s¢ wmuch for educution
in this colony. He would venture to say that
the mnext time the hon. member for
Albany sought re-elegtion, he would turn
round ae he had donme befite, and
askE for the  help of the Roman
Catholics, but he would ask in vain; and so
would ome or two athers who ococupied seats
on the other side of the Hounse. Before the
next general elec tion, those hon. members
would try to get up some other big question,
to epable them to hold the seats they now
oceupied. There was one good result from the
proceedings of that evening, and that was
that the compensation question had heen set
at rest virtusally for ever.

Mg. Siareson: Not yet!

Mr. MONGER: The great guestion which
political agitators had ueed for their own in-
terests—namely, the lidacation question—had
been dealt with, and he thought that, if there
wasg o general election on the fellowing day,
there would be u few vacant seats on the
Opposition side of the House. He had to
thank the hon. member for Albany for making
the remarks he had, for it had given him (Mr.
Monger) the opporiunity of making his maiden
speech, and, now that he had commenced, he
would epeak agnin. The hom, member for
Albany was looked upon as the leader of the
Oppositior, and he (Mr. Moager) would like
his tectics to ve such that he should feel in
honor bound to support him, but, if he was to
doso, the hon, member's tactics would have to
be very different in the future from what they
had been in the pust.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said that ooe of the satis-
factory results of the vote that had been taken
that night was that for the first time this
seasion it had brought t gether o full House,
every member being in hie place—even the
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member for York, whose aggregate attendance
in the Hougse since the beginning of the session
would amount to about half an hour. In reply
to the Attorney-General, he (Mr. Sholl) would
say that the Government were responsible for
the delay of business in connection with the
Education grant, for, although the Govern.
wment had heen virtunlly defeated on the
question, they tried to Fforce the matter
forward. They had raised a question that
would rankle in the hearts of many people in
the colony, and they had tried the loyalty of
their aupporters, for their own power. The
Premier talked about patriotism, but it seemed
to him (Mr. Sholl) that, when popularity came
in nt the door, pat-iotism flew out of the
window,

Twe Premier (Hon, SirJ, Forrest): Where
is the popularity, when it is said that three-
fourths of the people are against us P

Mzs. R, F. SHOEL: The Premier thought
when he brought forwnrd the Bill which was
before the Committes, that it would be a
popular measure, and-his supporters loyally
supported him, and he was sacrificing them, as
many of them would find, when they went hefore
their constituents. There was no doubt that
there was a certain amount of bigotry and
prejudice among the people, the effect of which
wonld be felt by those who had voted for giving
the managers of the Assigted Schools the sum
of £20,000, A fair proposal had been made to
the Government to reduce this grant, or,
rather, gift—for it was really a gift—to
£15,000. That sum would have been n magni-
ficent gift to these schools, but the Govern.
ment had forced the mutter forward in order
to make the vote £20,000, Hence the Govern.
ment need not be surprised if alt the usages
of Parliament were resorted to, in order to
bleck the Bill as wuch as ever its opponents
eould do.

Mg. SIMPSON waa sorry that the Attorney-
General had lectured the Opposition upon the
traditions of the House for the last twenty-
five years; for, as far as he conld remember,
before Responsible Government was infro-
dunced, the legislative work was done by n few
men, while the other nominee membars did
nothing but protest, so that, under the present
elective constitution of thejHouse, very little
was to be learned from the traditions of the
past. 'Those who opposed the Bill as it stood,
did so because it had been proved that che
measnre was oppcsed to  the will of the
majority o. the electors of the colony,—a
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majority numberiog 2,832 votes. ‘The spirit
of unanimity recommended by the Attor-
ney-tieneral was impossible while the
Government nsed their accidental majority of
one to attempt to push the Bill throngh, and
at that stage, he (Mr. Simpson) would ask the
Government to paunse before Lhey went any
further in that direction, because, on the third
reading, the vote of the Clinirman of Commnik
toes would be recorded aguinat the Bill, and its
final fate would have to depend upon the
casting vote of the Speaker. With regard to
the vote given by the hon. member for York,
on the question of the compeusation vo the
Assisted Schools, he (Mr. Siwmpson) had a
letter which entirely upset the hon. memher's
belief that be had acted in a manner that
would find favor with his constitvents.
The letter was as follows : — Yok,
* September 24, 1893, Dear Sir~May T
“ ask you to offer yourself as a candidafe for
“ the district at the next general election.
“You will excuse my nddressing you in this
“ way, without having the plensure of your
“ pequaintance.  But, when reading the de-
“bates upon the mosbt important subjects
“ in the Assembly, [ havealways admired your
** noble, manly spirit when trying to check the
“ autocratic manner of the Premier. There
“ will be no chnnece of getting the Forvest
* Ministry out while there are so many weak-
“ minded membera who will fo.low Forrest at
“ all times, having no judgment of their own.
“ York requires a gentleman in whom the
“ peopls can place full confidence—one whe
“ will take an interest in important matlers
“ in connection with the district, when hrought
“ before the House. If you will honor
““us, I will speak to other parties upon
* the matter, ete., ete.” Az anather vote
against the Bill would be availuble at alater
stage, he woul.. nsk the Government whether
it was wise for them to proceced with the
matter,

Tue PrEstiek: What do you warl us to do¥

Mr. STMPSON wuanted the Government to
redace tha compensation to £15,000.

THE ATTORNEYT-GENERAL: How cun you o
so?

Me. SIMPSON - If the Government thought
it wise to do so it could be done. Tf it was
not done, the nuthnre of the tnignituus grant
of £20,000 would be pointed at and rejiected nt
the next election.

Tae Premier (Hon, Sir John
suits you very well.

Forrest) : (&
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Mep. SIMPSON : That was the position the
Premier had put his supporters in—of heing
sacrificed to support’ the Government. He
wonld guggest that, in the interests of the
country, the Bill should not be rushed through
the ouse, upon an aceidental majority of one
on the aide of the Government.

Mr. CLARKSON had voted with the
Government for the Bill, and, in spite of all
the auguries of the hon. member for Gerald-
ton, he was not afraid, when he had again to
meeb his constituents, of the consequences of
having doneso. As for tho majority being a
small one, it was precisely the same majority
as that which had given the hon. member
for Albany his seatin the House. fe wus
very glnd that the llouse would not entertiin
the bogus amendments that came from the
other gide of the House; and he was more
apprehensive of the effect the Rill would
have upon the political prespects of the hon.
member for Geraldton, than of the effect it
would have upon his own.

Clunse put and passed.

Clauses 4 and 5:

Put and passed.

Preamble and title:

Put avd passed.

Bill reported without amendwent, and
report adopted.

CROWN SUITs BILL.,

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL.

The following message wns delivered to and
read hy Mr. Speaker :—

MR. SPEAKER.

The Legislative Council nequaints the Legia-
lative Assembly that it has agreed to a Bill
intituled " An Act to facilitate the Protection
and Recovery of Crown Property, and the
Enforcement of Claims against the Crown,”
gubject to the amendments contained in the
Schedule annexed ; in which amendwments the
Legislative Council desires the concurrence of
the Legislative Assembly.

.GE0, SHENTON,
President,.

Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 25th

September, 1895.

Schedule of Amendments made by the Legis-
lative Couneil in ** The Crown Suits Bill.”
No. 1.—On page 8, Clause 27, line 6: Strike

out “plead or demur to” and insert " und

defend.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Estimaies 1895-G.

No. 2—0n page 8, Clanse 27: Strike outall
the words between " allow,” in the eighth line,
and “and,” in the eleventh line.

No. 3.--On page 10, Clause 37, line 4: Strilte
out *“ One * and ingert *“ Two.”

C. LEE-STEERE,
Clerk of the Council.

25/9/95,

Ordered—That the coneideration in ccm-
mittes of the foregoing message be madc an
Order of the Day for the next sitting of the
House.

APPOINTMABNT OF NEW GOVERNOR.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) in-
formed the House that he had received a
cablegram announcing that Colonel Gerard
Smith has been appointed Governor of the
colony.

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES, 1895-6.

The House went into committes far the
further consideration of the Additional Esti-
mates of Expenditure for 1895-6.

M=. GEORGE said the House had done
enough for one evenimg. There had beena
long debate on the Education Question, and he
thought that there was » general wish on the
part of hon. members to adjourn.  He wonld
therefore move that progress be reported.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL : What party, may
I ask do you lead in the House?

Question put and negatived.

Mzg. R. F. SHOLL, veferring to Item 285
{(Tramway from Subinco to Sewage Farm,
£2,300), asked the Government to adjourn the
consideration of this question, ns hon. mem-
bers had not come prepared to discuss it.

Tre CEAIRMAN: We cannot postpone the
tem, having coramenced consideration of it

M=. ILLINGWORTH #aid it wonld be very
objectionable to carry the refuse matter of
Perth over the propused tramway.

Mge, A. FORREST asked the committee to
pass the item, as it involved a work to which
the City Council had given their best con-
gideration; and the members of that body
ought to be most competent to determine how
the sanitary interests of the capital, which
was under their menicipal control, could best
be conserved.

Mz. CLARKSON remarked that the work
referred to was a very important one for
Perth, and, for his part, he was prepared to
ieave the mnfter o the discretion of the in-
terests of the civic guardians of the towa.
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Meg. K. F. S8HOLL ohserved that the ques- -

tion wns not one that alone concerned the
City Council of Perth. [t wns one that con-
cerned the whole of the people of the colony,
whose money the conunittee was asked to vote
for the constraction of the tramway. In his
opinton the best site had not beon selected as
a depdt for the refuse, as there was likely to be
a great deal of settiement wll ronnd Subiaco.
The matter was too important to be pushed
through the House in one night.

M=z. A. FORREST snid the City Council
would make further enquiry and inspection, in
order, if possible, to get such a retived and
level site as that recommendod by the
hon. member for Rochourne. The money
could be passed, and the question of site left
open. *

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. &,
Burt) believed that the City Council of Perth
were the only body who would (so to speak)
remove refuse from the front instead of the
back door of the city. He was opposed to
Subiaco being used us 2 place for the reception
of sewerage. Tt was hardly worth while
going into a large expense for what, after
all, would only he a tempornry scheme for
the cleansing of Perth ; for there was no donbt
that, at no distant date, a symem of deep
drainage and sewage would have tc be pro-
vided for the ciky. At the other end o' the
city there were hundreds of acres available for
o sewerage depbt—Iland close to a water main,
from which an unlimited supply of water could
be obtained, wherens at Subiace, water wonld
only be obtainable by pumping it from wells.

Mr. GEORGE said the land to which it was
proposed o run the tramway at Subinco be-
longed to the City Council. It was level and
sandy, and there was no population near if.
The City Council were in favor of the site,
after having made the fullest inquiry amnd
inspections of other places that had been
suggested.

Tax PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in
order to overcome the objections of the com-
mittee to the site named in the item, wonld
propose the insertion of the word “DPerth”
instead of “ Subiaco.” Thia nlteration would
permit of the selection of the most suitable
site, and the one that wns moest free from
objeation from a sanitary point of view.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL helieved that it would be
uecessary for the Government to purchase
land for the required purpose.

Mr. RANDELL expressed the wisk that
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progress should he reported in orGer that more
time might he given for the consideration of
He moved that progress should
be reported.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House, adjourned at 10:20 o’clock, p.m.

LegisTatibe Assembly,

Thursday, 26th September, 1895.

Camels on Public Roads : Dangerous to Passengers—
Crown Suits Bill: Speaker's Ruling on a Ques-
tion of Privilsge—Legislative Council’s Amend-
ments in the Ml : consideration of—Additional
Fistimates, 1895-6: further considered and

- reported— Assisted Schools Abolition Hill: re-
committed— Mfines  Regulation MHill: second
reading—Stock Diseases Bill: second reading—
tloldfields Bill : further considered in commitice
— Adjourument.

Tug SPEAKER took the chair nt 430
o’clock, p.an,

PRAYERS.

CAMELS ON PUBLIC ROADS, AND DANGER
70 PASSENGERS.

Mr. MONGER: I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, in order to bring under the
notice of the Government and hon. members,
what appears to me to be & matter of preat
danger to the lives and property of people ra-
siding in the Perth and Fremantle districts
particularly. I desire to bring under notice
the fact that enmelsare allowed to travel over
the main ronds of the southern part of the
colony ; that they are allowed to pass almost



